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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
FADE IN:  
 
An old BLACK AND WHITE PHOTO of ERNEST 
BLOOD, aka as ‘Prof,’ FILLS THE SCREEN.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The CAMERA MOVES IN SLOWLY until we… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
… FOCUS on a CLOSEUP of Prof’s face until we 
SEE... 
 
 
 
 
 
TITLE –  PROF BLOOD, BASKETBALL’S FIRST GREAT 
COACH – is SUPERIMPOSED on the screen at the 
close of the Narrator VO, with additional opening 
CREDITS following, fading up and out accordingly: 
 

• Executive Producer, Ernest Benjamin 
Blood Jr. 

• Produced by Chic Hess, Eric Nemoto 

• Written by Chic Hess, Eric Nemoto 

• Directed by Eric Nemoto 

• Based on the book, “Prof Blood And The 
Wonder Teams,” by Dr. Charles “Chic” 
Hess 

 
DISSOLVE TO: 

 

 

NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 
To this day, reports of his exploits remain the stuff 
of legend. An incredible athlete in his own right, 
he was a gymnast, a wrestler, played football, 
briefly played baseball in the major leagues, and 
once gave batting tips to the famed Sultan of 
Swat himself, Babe Ruth. But his greatest sport 
was basketball and his impact on the game can 
be summed up as being somewhat of a mystery. 
For while his influence is said to be at the very 
foundation of basketball’s famed coaching tree, 
few outside of certain coaching circles have ever 
heard of his name. Yet he preceded such coaching 
icons as Phog Allen, John Wooden, Bobby Knight, 
and Mike Krzyzewski, and the innovations he 
brought to the game, which included emphasizing 
the pass and popularizing the fastbreak, are 
today considered part of the fundamentals of 
how basketball is played. He had, arguably, the 
greatest win/loss percentage of any coach, 
winning an astonishing 1268 games while losing 
just 165, over a 55-year career of coaching at the 
YMCA, high school and college levels. From 1919 
to 1925, his teams at Passaic High School in New 
Jersey, what would collectively become known as 
‘The Wonder Teams,’ became a powerhouse that 
could beat its opponents with scores like 100 to 5, 
and went on to win an unbelievable 159 
consecutive games, a winning streak that remains 
unmatched in boys basketball. He had a 
commitment to excellence second to none, and 
his insistence on fair play and refusal to 
compromise on his standards would win the 
hearts of the public, yet ruffle the feathers of the 
powers that be. The name of this Hall of Fame 
coach was Ernest A. Blood, who everyone 
respectfully called “Prof,” short for Professor. But 
for all of his incredible accomplishments, it is 
quite likely that his most ironic attribute is that he 
remains by and large unknown to the sporting 
public. He is “Prof Blood, basketball’s first great 
coach.” 
 



2 
 

VIDEO AUDIO 

 
FOOTAGE of CHIC HESS, aka “Chic,” conducting 
one of his “Little Dribblers Basketball Clinics” in 
Kailua, Hawaii, on an outdoor basketball court. 
He coaches young players ages 8-10. We STAY on 
this for 15-30 SECONDS where we SEE the kids 
playing before we FOCUS BACK on Chic and HEAR 
his commentary. 
 
 
We CUT BACK to Chic. He sits at one of the 
elongated tables in the Lincoln Middle School 
(NJ) cafeteria as he continues speaking. On the 
screen we SEE SUPERIMPOSED, “Dr. Charles 
‘Chic’ Hess, Author of ‘Prof Blood And The 
Wonder Teams.’” He holds his book in his hands. 
NOTE: Include ESTABLISHING WIDE and LONG 
SHOTS (with only Chic sitting in an empty 
cafeteria), for we will revisit this scene later. 
 
We CUT TO PHOTOS of Chic coaching over the 
years, including the shot of him receiving his 
Kodak Coach of the Year award along with Mike 
Kryzewski, Gary Elliott, and Bo Ryan.  
 
We CUT BACK to Chic as he continues and we 
intersperse his commentary with PHOTOS of 
Prof, as well as an OTS SHOT of the book cover.  
 
TESTIMONIAL: We CUT TO another featured 
speaker, BOB HURLEY (shot in a room), another 
famed high school basketball coach in New 
Jersey. His name is SUPERIMPOSED ON THE 
SCREEN, along with the description, “26 state 
titles in 39 years at St. Anthony’s High School, 
Jersey City, New Jersey.” 
 

We CUT TO FOOTAGE of Passaic playing the 
game that became its 150th consecutive victory in 
1925 (supplied by Garry Roosma). 
 
We CUT TO a SERIES OF PHOTOS of Prof in his 
younger days. 
 
 

 
MUSIC FADES and is replaced by the AMBIENT 
sounds of a playground of kids playing basketball, 
and includes Chic giving coaching instructions. 
 
 
CHIC (alternating VO and ON SCREEN): He 
discusses… 
 

• His love for basketball, how growing up in 
Philadelphia, there was no other sport. 

 

• Talks of when he first heard of Prof, and 
how it always intrigued him about how 
he could win so many games. 
 

• Gives a basic summary of his coaching 
career, and relates it to knowing how 
hard it is to maintain a level of consistent 
excellence the likes that Prof attained.  
 

• Talks about pursuing his doctorate and in 
so doing eventually deciding to write a 
book about Prof given there was no real 
documentation about this great coach’s 
accomplishments and exploits. 

 
 
BOB (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• The importance of Chic’s book in bringing 
forth this unknown legend, and his 
personal thoughts of Prof, coming from 
New Jersey himself. 

 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
They were some of the greatest amateur teams in 
basketball during the very infancy of the game. 
“The Passaic Wonder Teams,” a succession of 
transformational squads of players who were 
taught the game by possibly the sport’s foremost 
innovator - a stout, finely muscled man who 
himself had always been an athletic specimen. 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
Continue PHOTOS that include: 
 

• Prof at age two. 

• Manchester, New Hampshire, circa late 
1800’s. 

• Fitchburg, New Hampshire, circa late 
1800’s. 

• Ella Upham Blood. 

• Charlestown, Massachusetts, circa late 
1800’s. 

• Harvard Kent Grammar School, circa late 
1800’s. 

• Photo of kids playing in the streets, circa 
late 1800’s. 

• Another photo of kids out in the streets, 
circa late 1800’s. 

• Young Prof, say around 10-12 (if it exists). 
The CAMERA MOVES IN for a CLOSEUP. 

 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We CUT TO Chic sitting in a room 
and intersperse his commentary with: 
 
 
 

• PHOTOS of the YMCA, circa late 1800’s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• PHOTO of Herbert Hubbert. 
 

• PHOTO of Robert J. Roberts. 
 

• PHOTO of Luther Halsey Gulick. 
 

 

 
 

 
NARRATOR (VO): Continuing… 
 
Ernest Artel Blood was born on October 4, 1872, 
in Manchester, New Hampshire, the only child of 
George Blood and Ella Upham Blood. The family 
moved to Fitchburg, New Hampshire several years 
later where George worked for the Fitchburg 
Railroad, while Ella raised young Ernest at home. 
George would eventually abandon the family 
when Ernie was around five years old. Ella would 
move her and Ernest to Charlestown, 
Massachusetts, a small, friendly neighborhood 
within the city of Boston and it is here where 
Ernest would attend and graduate from Harvard 
Kent Grammar School. Being a single mother is 
never easy, but Ella did her best. But inevitably, 
young Ernest, growing up precocious and in need 
of guidance would find himself at the doorstep of 
the institution that would redirect his life. MUSIC 
ENDS. 
 

CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• The YMCA, giving a brief history of the 
organization and the importance it played 
in the development of Prof, not only in 
the physical sense, but also for the male 
role models he was exposed to there, and 
the Christian values which he learned, all 
of which provided a safe and structured 
environment for the boy who grew up 
fatherless. 

 

• Segue into the fact that Ernest would be 
influenced by certain men either 
associated with the YMCA Ernest 
attended, Herbert Hubbert, or were 
pivotal to the evolution of the institution, 
Robert J. Roberts, who coined the phrase, 
“Bodybuilding,” and Luther Halsey Gulick, 
author of the “Clean Sport Roll.” 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
We CUT TO more PHOTOS: 
 

• Prof at age 17 doing a muscle pose. 
 
Then CUT TO a MONTAGE: 
 

• STOCK PHOTO of old barbells perhaps set 
somewhere that emulates an old gym. 

 
 
 
 

• DISSOLVE into STOCK PHOTO of a 16-
pound shot put, again, set down 
somewhere emulating an old background 
setting. 
 

 
BACK to more PHOTOS: 
 

• The front of a YMCA building, circa late 
1800’s. The CAMERA MOVES IN to FOCUS 
on the FRONT DOOR until it DISSOLVES 
into a photo of young Ernest. 

• Springfield, Massachusetts (city sign, 
circa late 1800s can do). 

 
 

TESTIMONIAL: We return to Chic sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed between his 
commentary are other PHOTOS of: 
 

• James Naismith, many of which include 
him holding an old basketball. 

 

• Peach basket. 
 

• Of football players playing in the late 
1800’s. 
 

• The Victims of Football List 1901-1912. 
 
 

  
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 

Young Ernest absorbed everything he learned at 
the YMCA like a sponge. Long before the body 
building craze would develop in America, Prof 
was already a practitioner of lifting barbells. 
Balance and coordination also came naturally to 
the young man and he excelled in gymnastics, 
fencing, and wrestling, where at the age of 15, he 
won the New England wrestling championship for 
his weight class. Though just a teenager, his 
constant physical activity and weightlifting would 
come to develop in him strength that would be 
beyond most men. He could toss up a 16-pound 
shot put into the air and then proceed to catch it 
on the back of his neck. A feat most who watched 
him do it would find fascinating... and somewhat 
intimidating. He would become a YMCA prodigy, 
and as he would pass on attending high school in 
order to help provide for his mother and himself, 
the YMCA became ever more influential in his life. 
He began working there which, for all intents and 
purposes, became his second home. It was at the 
“Y” in Nashua, New Hampshire, that he would 
learn of a new game that had been developed by 
a Canadian-American, in the nearby city of 
Springfield, Massachusetts. MUSIC ENDS. 
 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• The history of how James Naismith 
created the game of basketball, why, 
where, how, and that the first game was 
played at the YMCA International 
Training School in Springfield (relatively 
near to where Prof lived) on December 
21, 1891. Anecdote: Naismith also 
invented the football helmet. 

• The game’s invention in relation to the 
sport it would follow during the year, 
football, which in its infancy, was a very 
violent sport where actual death and 
injury were not uncommon (i.e. a game 
with less contact/injury was desired). 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
We CUT to MORE PHOTOS of: 
 

• VARIOUS IMAGES depicting the old gym 
and people representing the YMCA 
members. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• The “Triangle,” if not the issue that 
introduced basketball to the world, then 
crop to just focus on the title. STAY on it 
then MOVE IN. 

• VARIOUS IMAGES of a young Prof in the 
YMCA (prefer shots with him and other 
young players and/or holding a 
basketball). PAN, REVEAL, and MOVE IN 
in accordance with the VO dialogue (i.e. 
refrain from static shots). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Chic sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed between his 
commentary are FOOTAGE from Garry Roosma’s 
1925 game and PHOTOS: 
 

• Footage: Players dribbling. 

• Footage: Players encircling center court 
and then a jump ball ensues. 

• Photo: An old YMCA, complete with a 
second floor landing (that balls can fall 
into). 

 
 

• Photo: The original peach basket in the 
Springfield, YMCA. 

 

 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 
It didn’t take long for this new game, basketball, 
to spread across the country. Dr. Naismith 
introduced the game to 18 members of various 
YMCAs on December 21st, 1891, who played the 
very first basketball game with nine on each 
team. After this successful inaugural game, these 
18 players enthusiastically took what they 
learned back to their respective YMCAs and 
started teaching all who were interested on how 
to play the game. Soon thereafter, the YMCA 
publication, “The Triangle,” introduced the sport 
to all of the YMCAs across the country and 
basketball began spreading like wildfire. For 
Young Ernest, basketball became more than just 
another reason to hang out in the gymnasium; it 
became his favorite activity. He took to it, as he 
would later say, “Like a duck takes to water.” 
Basketball quickly would become Ernest’s 
passion. It had something special that kept him 
coming back for more. He not only enjoyed the 
physical challenges but also the mental and social 
stimulation it provided. The scientific principles of 
the game challenged him, and he was fascinated 
with the synergism created by the teamwork 
necessary to be successful. MUSIC ENDS. 
 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• How the dribble was invented, jump ball 
after each possession, as possession was 
also given to the team who retrieved a 
ball that went out of bounds how teams 
practiced jumping on each other’s 
shoulders so as to retrieve a ball in the 
balcony faster, 9 to 7 to 5 players, how 
coaches could first play and then later 
could not yell instructions from the 
bench, and that the basket was set 10 
feet high simply because that was the 
height of the bleacher railing that 
Naismith attached the peach basket to. 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
PHOTOS: Continuing… 
 

• IMAGE of the unified rules of basketball 
as created by the Join Rules Committee 
of 1915. 

 
 
 
 

• Old YMCAs, and if possible, those that 
Young Ernest worked at. 

 
 
 
 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Bob sitting on a chair 
in a room, and during his commentary we CUT TO 
an image of a table showing… 
 

• Prof’s YMCA total W-L record: 310-24. 
 
 
We CUT to MORE PHOTOS of: 
 

• Football game (circa 1900) 
 

• Baseball game (circa 1900) 
 

• Basketball game (circa 1900) 
 
 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Chic sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed between his 
commentary are other PHOTOS of: 
 

• Men exercising (circa early 1900’s). 

• WWI (including Western Front and 
trench warfare images). 

 
 
 
 

 

 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN): Continues… 
 

• How Ernest was at the forefront of 
learning the rules of the game and 
himself playing, and about his absolute 
passion for the game, and how the rules 
of the game were eventually unified by 
the Joint Rules Committee in 1915. 

 

• As the game is evolving in its infancy, 
Ernest is working and coaching in the 
YMCA - mention St. Johnsbury (VT), 
Brooklyn (NY), Nashua (NH), Rutland 
(VT), Pawtucket (RI), Somerville (MA). 
Also mention the YMCA Leader’s Corps. 
 

BOB (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• Prof won everywhere, from the YMCA to 
St. Benedicts. Before Phog Allen, the 
father of basketball coaches, won a 
single game, Prof had won 300 at the Y. 

 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 

 
Ernest’s love of the game was not hard to 
understand. Basketball was a sport that didn’t 
require large fields or specialized equipment to 
play. It was an indoor sport which only needed a 
ball, a basket, and players. It wasn’t long before 
its popularity had exploded to such an extent 
that it began to outgrow the YMCA. 
 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• How basketball was exploding in 
popularity, which eventually dovetailed 
into the physical education movement 
which also was deemed necessary given 
the U.S. needed to have fit men for 
WWI. 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
PHOTOS: Continuing… 

 
 
 
 
 

• Dr. Dudley Allen Sargent. 
 

• (If available) Sargent providing 
instruction to his students. 
 

 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Bob sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed within his 
commentary are B-ROLL footage showing… 
 

• Bob conducting his own clinic. 
 
 
 
We CUT to MORE PHOTOS of: 
 

• Prof, young, strong, moving up the 
ladder. 

 

• Dr. Thomas B. Stowell. 
 

• Potsdam Normal School (1911). 
 

• Prof with other Potsdam faculty. 
 
 
 

 

• The arts. 
 

• Music. 
 

• Physical education. 
 

• YMCA building. 
 

 FADE OUT: 
 

 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN): Continuing… 
 

• Summer of 1905, Ernest attends the first 
of four summer sessions at the Harvard 
Summer School of Physical Education 
conducted by Dr. Dudley Allen Sargent. 
What he learns will have a profound 
influence on his life going forward. Ernest 
became one of Sargent’s “regulars,” 
where his expertise was utilized to help 
instruct with many of the activities. 

 
BOB (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• The basketball clinic. It’s a proven 
method for players and coaches alike to 
learn more of the game and improve 
their skills. Well, it is quite possible that 
Prof is its father, i.e. the first to do. 
 

NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 
Graduates of Sargent’s training school produced 
qualified coaches and gymnasium instructors who 
were suddenly in great demand. Ernest, armed 
with his training and, already, years of experience 
working in the physical education department of 
many YMCAs, would be a very suitable candidate 
for available positions. In the summer of 1906, he 
responded to Dr. Thomas B. Stowell’s invitation to 
join the Potsdam Normal School faculty in 
Potsdam, New York. Stowell, Potsdam’s 
president, a scientist by training, was ushering in 
a new era at the school where he believed that 
art, music, physical training and athletics were all 
necessary segments of the college experience. He 
recognized talent and empowered his staff to be 
absolute sovereigns in their areas of 
specialization. This environment gave Ernest the 
freedom to build a physical education program. 
With this new “Potsdam Spirit” in the air, the 34-
year-old new physical director, Ernest Blood, 
eager for more prestige and pay, was finally 
enticed to leave his YMCA career behind. 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
FADE UP: 
 
We CUT to MORE PHOTOS of: 
 

• Young Margaret Thomas (various shots). 
 

 
 
 
 

• Margaret’s Prescott Street house. 
 

• Amherst Training School. 
 
 
 

• Young Prof and Young Margaret (various 
shots). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Prof, at the top of a six-man pyramid. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Prof and Margaret, wedding day photo. 

 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC continues. 
 
Margaret Thomas was born in Abergavenny, 
Wales in 1875, to her mother, Rachael Ann 
Thomas, who would later remarry Joseph 
Seymour and become Rachael Ann Seymour. She 
had two brothers, Thomas and Benjamin, and a 
half sister, Anna. The family Seymour immigrated 
to America and Richford, VT in the 1880’s, where 
Margaret attended school. She eventually 
attained a teaching certificate, and went on to 
teach at Richford High School and East Berkshire 
High School. But after Joseph died, Rachael 
moved the family to Nashua, NH, where they 
lived at 36 Prescott Street, not far from the Blood 
House located at 16 Prescott Street, wherein 
sometime in 1896, she happened to catch the eye 
of a handsome, strapping young Ernest. Margaret 
taught at the Palm Street School in Nashua, and 
Ernest was infatuated by her sweet personality. 
Margaret, in turn, was equally fascinated with 
the young, eligible, athletic YMCA physical 
director. Of course, as much as she fawned over 
his athleticism, she also cringed about it. One 
time, in the Somerville gymnasium, she watched 
as Ernest, while demonstrating before an 
apparatus class and performing giant circles on 
the high bar, when he lost his grip and flew 
through the air and landed on his head. As he lay 
there unconscious, Margaret thought he might be 
paralyzed, if not actually dead. Her plans to one 
day marry this dashing man seemed to have been 
dashed in of itself. But upon regaining 
consciousness, Ernest got up, regained his 
bearings, and finished teaching the class. In fact, 
they were married in Nashua, on June 19, 1901. 
He was 28 and she 26. They started out in 
Somerville, a neighborhood in Manchester, New 
Hampshire. Within two years of their marriage, 
their first child, daughter Ernestine, arrived, and a 
little over a year later, a son, Paul, followed. Their 
youngest, son Ben, would come later in 1912. 
MUSIC ENDS. 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
TESTIMONIAL: We feature ERNEST “ERNIE” 
BENJAMIN BLOOD JR. On the screen we SEE 
SUPERIMPOSED, “Ernest Benjamin Blood Jr., 
grandson of Prof Blood.” Interspersed between 
Ernie’s commentary are PHOTOS of Margaret’s 
life: 
 

• Photos from the “Home Children 1869-
1932” document of the homes that 
Margaret, and her mother and brother 
were sent to (to be obtained). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Photo of Margaret circa 1897. Stay on 
this for a good portion of the description 
about her life, but do a slow MOVE IN 
until her face fills the screen, i.e. no static 
shots. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ERNIE (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about his 
grandmother, Margaret… 

• As was customary for children of 
widowed mothers then, Margaret is sent 
to the Circus Street Sheltering Home for 
Destitute Children in Liverpool, along 
with her brother Benjamin. 

• Margaret and Benjamin were then sent 
to a receiving home for orphaned 
children in Knowlton, Quebec, Canada. 
Both were then sent to separate local 
farms to work. 

• After her mother moved to Canada in 
1885, Margaret and Benjamin were able 
to rejoin their mother, who then married 
Joseph Seymour in 1886. On the death of 
Joseph, Rachael moves the family to 
Vermont in 1895, where Margaret was 
educated and was always a top student. 

• Her ending is somewhat sad. Committed 
to the Greystone Park Psychiatric Hospital 
due to dementia, she died there on 
February 7, 1948. 

• In essence, Margaret’s life is an amazing 
tale in her own right. Born to a single 
parent, her life reads like a quintessential 
Horatio Alger story, overcoming great 
personal challenges to become: a 
successful school teacher in East 
Berkshire, VT, Nashua, NH, and Passaic, 
NJ; president of the State Executive Board 
for Women’s Auxiliaries of the YMCA; 
president of the New Jersey State Board 
of the YMCA; president of the New Jersey 
State Board of the YMCA; seven term 
president of the Women’s Auxiliary of the 
Passaic YMCA; treasurer of the State 
Women’s Executive Board of the YMCA; 
an officer of the Passaic Women’s Club; 
active with her churches in Vermont and 
New Jersey; and an active suffragette for 
women’s rights. 



10 
 

VIDEO AUDIO 

 
We CUT to MORE PHOTOS of: 
 

• School life at Potsdam (or what could 
represent such). 

 

• Prof teaching (various… if available). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• Image of students adoringly looking up to 
an instructor (whose face we cannot see). 

 
 

• 1910 Potsdam Normal Five. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Buffalo Germans. 
 
 
 
 

TESTIMONIAL: We return to Ernie sitting on a 
chair in a room and interspersed between his 
commentary are PHOTOS of:  
 

• Prof in group shot of baseball team. 

• Newspaper article about Prof playing 
centerfield for the Dodgers. 

• Prof in a team photo in football. 

• Babe Ruth swinging (w/ signature). 
 

 
NARRATION (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 
When the Bloods moved to Potsdam they took up 
residence a few blocks from campus where it was 
convenient for Ernest to spend his days and many 
evenings working with students in the gym. He 
would spend more hours in the gym than he did 
at home. The students admired Ernest, especially 
the athletes who occupied his time learning the 
finer points of sports – especially basketball. It 
was at Potsdam that Ernest would first become 
identified as Professor Blood. During these days, 
the title of Professor was given purely as a sign of 
respect. Given that Ernest was as proficient in the 
field of physical education as any man known 
anywhere, Professor, and the subsequent 
abbreviation of “Prof,” was deemed appropriate 
indeed. It would remain associated with him for 
the rest of his life. The basketball team at 
Potsdam was comprised entirely of high school-
aged boys because there were only a couple of 
male students enrolled in the teacher training 
program and they were not athletically inclined.  
Prof’s “Normal Five,” would never lose a game to 
other high schools, and so Prof would schedule 
them against all comers, including colleges, 
YMCAs, the military, and eventually, even 
professional teams. With few exceptions, these 
teams too would meet the same fate as their high 
school opponents. Only a professional team, the 
world champion Buffalo Germans, who were 
establishing a record 111 consecutive victories at 
the time, would beat them. MUSIC ENDS. 
 
ERNIE (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• Prof was great at baseball too 
(newspaper article lists him as playing 
centerfield for the Dodgers). 

• He coached many other sports including 
baseball, he used to give batting tips to 
Babe Ruth. He first met the Babe as a Red 
Sox, then he was traded to NY, hence 
used to visit him at Yankee Stadium. 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
PHOTOS: (Continued) 
 

• Return to the Potsdam faculty shot… and 
we SLOWLY MOVE IN until the image of 
Prof FILLS THE SCREEN (i.e. refrain from a 
static shot). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Chic sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed between his 
commentary are other PHOTOS of: 
 
 
 

• The box score of the game. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Exterior and interior shots of the Clarkson 
Gymnasium (circa 1912). 

 
 
 
 
 

• Knute Rockne, both as a young man, as 
well as in the “hey day” of his great Notre 
Dame coaching years. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
NARRATION (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 
It would be an understatement to say that Prof 
was merely liked while at Potsdam. It was more 
like worshipped. An inscription from the 1910 
class souvenir book read, “A short time ago I 
overheard the following conversation between 
two pupils. The first one said, ‘There goes Miss 
Rose Reese, the flower of the faculty. Can you 
conceive of anyone who would be more missed 
should she leave us?’ The other answered, ‘I can 
think of only one who would be more greatly 
missed, and that is Prof. Blood, who is the life of 
the school.’” MUSIC ENDS. 
 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• One of the highlights of Prof’s coaching 
career, the game that pitted his Normal 
Five against the City College of New York 
(CCNY) basketball team, which the 
Normal team prevailed 34-8, emphasizing 
that, again, he was using high school 
players against players much older than 
them. Stress that basically throughout his 
career, Prof was never afraid to take on 
“all comers.” 

 

• Also, Prof’s dual coaching duties, where 
he also coached Clarkson Memorial 
College of Technology, and continuing his 
winning ways there. Mention the new 
gym that Clarkson opened up, a $20,000 
“palace” on Pierrepoint Avenue. 
 

• Mention the Clarkson victory over Notre 
Dame, 32-22, whose coach, Jesse Harper, 
was also the school’s football coach, who 
had a gridiron assistant by the name of 
Knute Rockne, who would only go on to 
become arguably the greatest college 
football coach of all time. 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
PHOTO MONTAGE RE-ENACTMENT: 
 

• OTS SHOT of a letter that a man (Prof) 
reads. 

• CLOSEUP of NJ map, MOVE IN to the city 
of Passaic. 

 
We CUT BACK to PHOTOS for which we do VERY 
SLOW SCROLLS first DOWN on… 

• The recommendation letter from Dudley 
Allen Sargent, Harvard Summer School of 
Physical Education, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 

… then DISSOLVE INTO and SCROLL UP on… 

• The handwritten note of Dr. Thomas B. 
Stowell, the former president of 
Potsdam, which recommended Prof. 

 
… all while we HEAR… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TESTIMONIAL: We CUT TO Passaic Mayor, 
HECTOR LORA, in his office and interspersed 
within his commentary are PHOTOS/VIDEOS of: 

• Photo: Passaic, circa 1900-1915. 

• Photo: The old Passaic High School. 

• Video: Old Passaic (from Garry Roosma). 

• Video: B-ROLL (to be shot) of the city. 
 

 
NARRATION (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 
In the summer of 1915, Prof received a notice 
from Carl Ludwig Schraeder, a colleague at 
Sargent’s Summer School, that there were vacant 
positions in the field in Lynn, MA, Binghamton, 
NY, and Passaic, NJ. The Passaic job had all that 
Blood wanted: physical training for all grades, 
athletic supervision, and possibly coaching 
basketball. After talking with Passaic’s 
Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Fred Shepherd, it 
was clear that Prof was by far the best candidate. 
The position would enable him to install his own 
system, practice his own theories, and build a 
program from the ground up. The reputation that 
Prof engendered through his years of teaching, 
coaching, and mentoring was exceptional. MUSIC 
ENDS. 
 
YOUNG MAN VOICE #1 (VO): Prof Blood was a 
master teacher… he would stay in the gym until 
midnight teaching kids to play. Rufus L. Sisson, Jr. 
Dartmouth University, Basketball All American. 
YOUNG MAN VOICE #2 (VO): He seldom took 
time to eat. When not in the gym teaching 
basketball he usually could be found at a drug 
store consuming large quantities of ice cream. 
Charles E. Jacot, Clarkson College graduate in 
Electrical Engineering. 
YOUNG MAN VOICE #3 (VO): Prof Blood was a 
master of technique and perfection. He taught 
you every trick known in the game, and a lot that 
others never knew, but he would not condone 
anything less than the highest type of 
sportsmanship. Dr. Luther E. Olson. Former player 
and Clarkson Board of Trustees. 
 

HECTOR (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 

• What Passaic is like today and possibly 
what it was like in 1915, when the Bloods 
moved into the city. 

• Include that Paterson, NJ, was then the 
country’s foremost industrial city, and 
Passaic was its “sister city.” 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
We CUT to MORE PHOTOS of: 
 

• Prof, circa 1915. 
 

• The Blood family in their Model-T, circa 
1915. 

 

• Welcome to New Jersey border sign, circa 
1915. 
 
 
 
 

 
We CUT to a PHOTO RE-ENACTMENT SCENE: 
 
This scene shall symbolize the conversation 
between ARTHUR ARNOLD, principal of Passaic 
High School, and FRED SHEPHERD, 50s, Passaic’s 
school superintendent. We FOCUS on a PHOTO of 
a lectern under a spotlight on stage. A 
SUPERIMPOSITION: PASSAIC ROTARY CLUB 
LUNCHEON, JULY 26, 1915, appears on the screen 
and then FADES. Through the ensuing VO 
dialogue of the scene, the CAMERA MOVES IN 
SLOWLY.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 
Passaic seemed to be the perfect match for both 
parties. In Prof, Passaic High School was getting 
an outstanding physical director, and in turn, Prof 
saw a great opportunity not only to continue to 
advance in his field, but to raise his family in a 
city that was growing and promised success. 
Accepting his position, Prof and Margaret moved 
the family to the Garden State. Of course, not 
everyone at Passaic High was pleased by this. The 
Principal, Arthur Arnold, had other thoughts. 
MUSIC ENDS. 
 
VOICEOVER (VO) DIALOGUE: 
 
ARNOLD: Thank you, Rotary Club, for this 
prestigious award. I have worked hard to make 
our faculty and curriculum the best. I am 
flattered to know that you recognize my efforts.  
 
APPLAUSE. PAUSE. 
 
ARNOLD: I hear you got me a Physical Training 
teacher. Tell me, what good is that? 
SHEPHERD: Principal Arnold, his name is Ernest 
Blood. He doesn’t have a college degree, but he 
comes highly recommended. 
ARNOLD: No degree but highly recommended. 
That supposed to impress me? Physical Training. 
Hmph. We try to build the minds of tomorrow’s 
leaders and this is what you get me? Fred 
Shepherd, as superintendent of education you’re 
supposed to be get me real teachers; math, sci…  
SHEPHERD: Requiring classes in physical training 
will soon be the law.  
ARNOLD: Law. There ought to be a law against 
having useless subjects. A school is for training 
the mind, not whether you can run very fast. 
SHEPHERD: Well, he can still help. Just have him 
take care of the things you don’t want to handle. 
ARNOLD: What? Like physical training? 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
We CUT BACK to PHOTOS of: 
 

• Prof. 
 

 
 

• YMCA basketball games. 
 

• Potsdam won-loss record. 
 

 

• Newspaper clipping of Clarkson beating a 
college team. 

 

• James Naismith. 
 
 
 

• Prof with a basketball. 
 
 

• Prof doing exercises or gymnastics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Principal Arthur Arnold.  
 
 
 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Chic sitting on a chair 
in a room, and intersperse his commentary with 
PHOTOS of: 
 

• A vintage physical education book. NOTE: 
Include SUPERIMPOSITION describing 
what it is. 

 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 
While Principal Arnold may not have looked 
forward to Prof’s arrival, the fact was the city 
itself was ready for someone like Prof to arrive. 
They didn’t know it then, and indeed it would 
take a while for the full impact of his arrival to be 
felt, but Passaic’s stars would eventually align so 
as to bring Prof his greatest success, though what 
he had accomplished to date was already the 
stuff of legend. They said he won over 300 
basketball games coaching at the YMCA, and his 
total victories, who knows, could be 400, maybe 
even 500. It was said that his high school boys, 
while at Potsdam, seldom lost, no matter who 
they played, and in fact, never lost to another 
high school. And Prof wasn’t just a teacher coach 
who hardly played the game. Unlike Naismith, the 
inventor of basketball, who was said to have 
played in just two games, Prof had played the 
sport from its inception, dissecting every aspect 
about it, calculating how best to play it. No, Prof 
was a great coach because he was also an 
outstanding player. Some said he even once made 
200 consecutive free throws. What captured the 
attention of his students was that he could 
actually do things no other teacher, for that 
matter no other man, could do. To summon his 
class to attention he would often put his fingers 
to his mouth and whistle… an act not considered 
extraordinary by any means, of course, except 
that he would often do this while in a one-armed 
hand stand. No, the new physical training 
instructor was unique, and everyone gravitated to 
him and fawned over his larger-than-life persona. 
Everyone, that is, except one. MUSIC ENDS. 
 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• Arnold’s animosity towards Prof from the 
start, because as an Ivy League man, he 
looked down at the academics of PE, 
never had a hand in hiring Prof, and was 
jealous that a sport stole his limelight. 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
PHOTOS: Continued… 
 

• Arnold and Prof, side by side. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• We CUT TO and SCROLL OVER the Joint 
Rules Committee document. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Bob sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed within his 
commentary are B-ROLL footage showing… 
 

• A FASTBREAK during a game, perhaps 
from one of Bob’s own game footage, or, 
the game footage from games either of 
his sons, Dan (University of Connecticut) 
or Bobby (Arizona State), coached. NOTE: 
Multiple shots of different fastbreaks 
from different games (high school and/or 
college) is desired. 
 
 

 
B-ROLL FOOTAGE:  
 

• AUTHENTIC PASSAIC GAME FOOTAGE 
featuring the 150th consecutive victory in 
1925 (supplied by Garry Roosma). 

 
 

 
 

 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN): Continuing… 
 

• Arnold, having disdain for Prof, 
admonishes him to handle physical 
training and basketball and he doesn’t 
want to be burdened with it, i.e. “I had to 
hire YOU, so YOU handle it!” This, Arnold 
had no idea, was exactly what Prof 
desired. In so doing, Prof appoints 
himself as basketball coach.  

• A correlation to Prof’s debut at Passaic is 
the passage of rules of the game that 
were consolidated by the Joint Rules 
Committee. Intended to eliminate the 
prevailing chaos and unify the rules, it 
transitioned the game from a slow, rough 
style of play to a less physical and quicker 
kind of game. 

• This coincided with Prof popularizing the 
basketball pass in his coaching. 

 
BOB (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• The importance of the basketball pass. 
How before Prof came along the game 
was more of a dribble game. Prof 
changed all that. He emphasized moving 
the ball up the court as quick as possible 
and shoot more than your opponent. And 
while no one can say definitively for sure, 
it is likely that the original concept of the 
“Fastbreak” could be traced to the 
theories espoused and practiced by Prof 
and the Wonder Teams. 

 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 
Prof brought his brand of basketball to Passaic 
fans. They had never seen anything like it before. 
His methods featured a fast-paced, shoot-as-
much-as-possible offense, and an intense, often 
full court press defense. The sight of one player 
dribbling around until he got open was history.  
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
B-ROLL FOOTAGE: Continuing… 
 

• Continue footage of 1925 Passaic game 
(supplied by Garry Roosma). 

 
 
 
 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Bob sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed within his 
commentary are B-ROLL footage showing… 
 

• Five players entering a game and replacing 
the players on the court. Note: Perhaps 
get this footage from any game footage 
that Bob (or his sons) may have. 

 
 
 
 
We CUT TO GAME FOOTAGE and PHOTOS of: 
 

• Footage from 1925 Passaic game video. 
 

• Photo of Passaic game play, circa 1916-25. 
 

 
 
 
We CUT TO a MONTAGE of PHOTOS: 
 

• Fans in the stands circa 1916-25 or 
thereabouts. NOTE: If no photo available 
seek to find STOCK PHOTOS. 

 
NARRATOR (VO): Continuing… 
 
The new coach emphasized the team over the 
individual, and expected his players to go all out 
on every play rather than pace themselves. 
When a group of players would start to get 
winded, the second team would take their place 
and keep up the intensity. At times, Prof would 
interchange three squads. MUSIC ENDS. 
 
BOB (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• Platooning and the benefits of using it, 
and how prior to Prof really emphasizing 
it, the game had never really seen this 
practiced to the extent that Prof did. 
Hence, it is conceivable that he is the 
“father” of effectively using platooning 
in basketball, rather than staying with 
just the first team for the entire game. 

 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 
Prof’s impact was immediate. In a sport when 
the scores of both teams COMBINED usually 
didn’t top 40 or sometimes 30, On December 4th, 
1915, Passaic won its home opener with 
Harrison, by the margin of 83 to 10. The Passaic 
fans had never seen anything like it. In fact, no 
one had. 
 
DIALOGUE (VO): 

• MAN #1: What do you think John? 

• MAN #2: What do I think? That’s the 
best I’ve seen ANY team play! 

• WOMAN #1: Eighty-three points. Isn’t 
that rather high? 

• WOMAN 2: (chuckles) Yes, it’s VERY 
HIGH Rita. I don’t think I’ve ever seen a 
basketball team score more than 30! 

• MAN #3: Well, I think we better get used 
to it, I have a hunch this here Blood will 
have a lot more to come! 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
We CUT TO a MONTAGE of PHOTOS: 
 

• NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS that depict the 
scores of Prof’s first season with Passaic 
(e.g. Passaic 72 - Kearny 39, Passaic 34 - 
Paterson 25, Passaic 39 - South Orange 17, 
Passaic 67 - Nutley 12, Passaic 71 - Leonia 
10). Note: Select clippings with secondary 
titles that communicate what an amazing 
team Passaic is turning out to be. 

 
TESTIMONIAL: We CUT TO another featured 
speaker, GARRY ROOSMA. A SUPERIMPOSITION 
appears ON SCREEN that reads “Garry Roosma, 
son of Hall of Famer, Johnny Roosma, one of Prof’s 
greatest players.” Garry sits in a room, and 
interspersed within his commentary are PHOTOS 
that depict...   
 
 
 
 
 

• Babe Ruth swinging and watching his ball 
in flight. 

 

• Roger Bannister breaking the tape. 
 

• Dick Fosbury, leaping over the high bar 
backwards, followed by two other SHOTS 
of high jumpers jumping backwards. 

• Pete Gogolak kicking soccer style, then a 
SHOT of a kicker kicking the old way, then 
SHOTS of other soccer style kickers (e.g. 
Stenerud, Yepremian, et. al.).  

 

• A shot of a Passaic player passing the ball. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 
The difference between the Passaic team in 1915 
and all the years before was like night and day. 
As the victories mounted everyone began to 
realize that not only was Passaic a different 
team, but they were playing a kind of basketball 
that wasn’t played anywhere else in the country, 
and had NEVER been played by any other high 
school or college teams before. MUSIC ENDS. 
 
GARRY (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 
NOTE: Because it is desired that the following 
point is particularly stressed, the dialogue has 
been scripted out. In saying this, however, it 
need not be stated exactly as written. Rather, it 
can be paraphrased and said in the manner that 
Garry wishes to say it. 
 
SCRIPTED DIALOGUE:  
 
“There are certain moments in sports that  
forever changes the game. Like when Babe Ruth 
started hitting 50 home runs in a season when 
no “team” would ever hit as much before, or 
Roger Bannister breaking the four minute mile 
when no one thought a human could ever run 
that fast. Or when a Dick Fosbury decides to do a 
high jump backwards, or a Pete Gogolak begins 
kicking a football soccer style. Once that 
moment happens the sport is never the same. 
This is what happened at Passaic under Prof’s 
leadership. They played a quick, short passing 
game that was unfamiliar to anyone at the time, 
but which would become forever fundamental 
to the game in the years to follow.” 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
We CUT BACK to PHOTOS: 
 
 

• The newspaper clipping that announces 
Passaic finishing undefeated and the fans 
trumpeting that they are the unofficial 
state champs. 

 
 
 

• The schedule and scores of the 1915-16 
season. 

 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Chic sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed between his 
commentary are other PHOTOS of: 
 

• Prof and Arnold. Shots of them together 
(if available) and separate. 

 
 

• Ralph Guillow (if available). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Elementary and junior high schools in 
Passaic, circa 1915-25. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We CUT TO a PHOTO of: 

• A NEWSPAPER BOY selling paper on a 
street corner, circa 1915-25. 

 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 
Passaic finished Prof’s first season undefeated, 
20 and 0. They captured the imagination of the 
public not only because they won, but how they 
won. In an era when basketball scores seldom 
reached the kind made by the football teams, 
and often resembled more like baseball scores, 
Prof’s boys put up numbers like 60, 70, and 80 
and above, scores that were off the charts. For 
the season they scored a grand total of 1070 
points, while their opponents scored only 368.  It 
made everyone excited for the next season. All, 
again, except one. MUSIC ENDS. 
 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• Arnold had no appreciation for what 
Prof accomplished, and this would grow 
over time. He only felt it detracted from 
the sole purpose of the school, 
academics, and more to the point, him. 

• Under the guise of doing what’s best for 
the school, he appoints Ralph Guillow, 
who knows nothing about basketball, as 
the new coach, so that Prof can cover 
for another PE teacher who has been 
called up to the military. But the real 
reason was by making somebody else 
coach he felt Prof’s popularity would 
disappear. 

• To somewhat appease Prof, Arnold gave 
him another “important” assignment. 
He asked Prof to address the needs for 
physical training in the elementary and 
junior high schools within Passaic, 
something akin to sending the problem 
child off to boarding school. 
 

DIALOGUE (VO): 
NEWSPAPER BOY: Stock prices up as Congress 
doubles size of fighting forces! Passaic changes 
basketball coaches. Read all about it! 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
We CUT TO PHOTOS of: 
 
 

• Young Boys in Passaic, circa 1915-25. 
 
 
 

• SHOTS of the city, circa 1915-25. 
 
 
 

• Rotary Club members. 
 
 
 

• YMHA and/or Abe Greenberg. 
 
 
 
 
 

• Boys Club and/or Joe Whalley. 
 
 
 

• YMCA and/or Bill Bratton. 
 
 
 

• Prof talking to young kids. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Branch Rickey. 
 

• Jackie Robinson. 

 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 
When principal Arnold told Prof to teach physical 
training to elementary and junior high school 
students, he had no idea what this would start. 
 
Prof would go on to visit every public junior high, 
and elementary school in the city; preaching the 
gospel of exercise and basketball. He also visited 
every civic organization in town.  
 
He spoke at the Rotary Club, and won over 
members of this service-oriented organization.  
 
He met with Abe Greenberg, of the Young Men’s 
Hebrew Association, who asked if he would be 
fair to all the Jewish athletes. Prof told Abe the 
one thing he always told everybody, “I treat all 
kids fairly.”  
 
He met with Joe Whalley of the Boys Club to 
discuss how they could work together to pull the 
many different nationalities together.  
 
And of course, as he was reared in the YMCA, he 
made it a point to always keep in touch with Bill 
Bratton, the director of the Y.  
 
By making all these contacts, Prof was putting a 
system in place for spotting and developing 
talent in preparation for his true love - coaching 
basketball. He could keep an eye out for players 
that one day could play for him at the high 
school level. What he did in Passaic was nothing 
new. Prof started doing this when he first 
coached at the Somerville YMCA back in the 
early 1900’s, years before Branch Rickey - 
considered the founder of the sports farm 
system and who would go on to break the color 
barrier with the signing of Jackie Robinson - ever 
developed it for major league baseball. 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Bob sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed within his 
commentary are B-ROLL footage showing… 
 

• Bob coaching at a clinic, talking to young 
players. 

 

• Bob scanning the court, watching players 
play. 

 
We CUT TO PHOTOS of: 
 

• Few fans in the stands, circa early 1900’s. 
NOTE: If actual photos unavailable seek 
STOCK PHOTOS. 

 
 
 
 
 
We CUT TO a PHOTO RE-ENACTMENT WITH 
VOICEOVER (VO) dialogue: 
 

• We see BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOS 
depicting an empty period piece office. 
Quick cuts to different parts of the office 
(including complaint letters) in relation to 
the dialogue of the scene.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We CUT TO PHOTOS of: 
 

• Newspaper clippings depicting first 
Passaic’s losses, then Prof’s return, then 
their winning ways for the rest of the 
season. 

 

 
BOB (VO an ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 
Recruiting. The practice of, while coaching the 
team you have, to keep an eye out for future 
talent; and relates this to Prof, who conceivably 
could have been the first coach to think in terms 
of always looking out for his future teams, 
grooming them, so that they would be ready to 
play for him when they came of age. 
 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 
As the 1916-17 season began, the few basketball 
fans who filled the bleachers realized that the 
glory of the previous year was over. It was clear 
that Guillow had no idea what he was doing, and 
the players paid little or no attention to him, and 
it didn’t take long for the complaints to get back 
to Arnold. MUSIC ENDS. 
 
VOICEOVER (VO) DIALOGUE:  
 
ARNOLD: (angry) Would you please explain to 
me why I am getting these complaints from 
parents when athletics is YOUR responsibility?!  
PROF: (deadpanned) Athletics is, but I don’t 
coach the team… as you know. 
ARNOLD: Don’t tell me what I know! I KNOW!  
PROF: I have a theory. Perhaps they are 
disappointed at the disorganized play of the 
boys and the fact that the team has not won a 
game yet. Not been even in the game for that 
matter. 
ARNOLD: (pause) Find a coach to satisfy the 
parents. I want no more complaints. 
PROF: All right. 
ARNOLD: Good. Now get out! 
 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
Although Principal Arnold knew that Prof 
coaching the team again was the answer, his 
pride didn’t allow him to reappoint him, plus, he 
knew Prof would appoint himself as coach, 
which he did. 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
PHOTOS: Continuing… 
 

• Disgruntled fans in the stands. NOTE: If 
actual photos unavailable seek STOCK 
PHOTOS. 

 

• Newspaper article on Passaic ending on a 
winning note. 

 

• Arnold, distressed looking. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Chic sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed between his 
commentary are other PHOTOS of: 
 

• Dow Drukker (Various). 
 
 
 
 

• Dow Drukker Jr. 
 
 
 

• Dow Drukker and Prof. 
 
 

• Dow Drukker, Arnold, and Prof. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NARRATOR (VO): Continuing… 
 
At any rate, the 1916-17 season had begun with 
two consecutive losses. But after Prof returned, 
the boys won their remaining ten games. In two 
seasons, Prof had won every game that he 
coached. Of course, all that did was incite 
Principal Arnold to PROMOTE him to the great 
role of supervisor to yet another replacement, a 
Coach Ozmun, who led Passaic to a disorganized 
and losing season. Expecting this, Prof took all 
this in stride. He continued focusing on 
promoting basketball in the lower grades and 
the community. After the 1917-1918 season, 
frustrated players, parents, and fans had had 
enough. They gathered en masse in Principal 
Arnold’s office and demanded that Prof be 
reinstated. This curiously included Passaic’s most 
influential citizen. MUSIC ENDS. 
 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• Dow Drukker, who he was (former 
congressman, business man, owner of 
one of the town’s newspapers), and the 
influence he exerted in Passaic. 

• Drukker had an interest in Prof coaching 
because he wanted his son, Dow Jr., to 
play for Prof, and moreover to 
eventually become a state champion. 
Drukker Jr., active in other activities, 
doesn’t put in the time to get good, so 
warms the bench, much to the dismay 
of his father. Drukker puts pressure on 
Arnold to get Prof to play his son. Prof 
refuses because he had some great 
players, like Keasler and Knothe, as it 
were. 

• Prof’s character prevented him from 
being pushed over by Arnold, Drukker. 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
We CUT TO PHOTOS of: 
 

• Flyer, notice, or announcement of the 
New Jersey championship tournament (if 
available). 

 

• NJISAA image (if available). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Walter Short. 
 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Chic sitting on a chair 
in a room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We CUT TO PHOTOS of: 
 
 
 

• John Sipp. 

• Ike Rumsey. 

• Charles Lent. 

• Johnny Roosma. 
 
 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Garry sitting on a 
chair in a room, and interspersed within his 
commentary are PHOTOS and VIDEO of: 

• Photos: Johnny Roosma (various). 

• Video: Capture Garry showing/describing 
plaques and memorabilia at his residence. 

 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
It was decided that New Jersey would finally 
have a state playoff at the close of the 1918-19 
season to determine its state champion. This 
was decided by the New Jersey State 
Interscholastic Athletic Association, or NJSIAA, 
which had been formed to coordinate New 
Jersey athletics. The NJSIAA was ruled by a small 
group of men who considered the organization 
“their baby,” and would dictate the rules, 
policies, and procedures of how New Jersey high 
schools played sports. “Dictate” was a kind of 
operative word, as these power-hungry men 
literally ruled dictatorially, and the most 
dictatorial of all was the association secretary, 
Walter Short. MUSIC ENDS. 
 
CHIC (ON SCREEN). He talks about… 

• Walter Short, a man with a Napoleanic 
complex, was used to having his way. 
How Prof questioned what Short and 
the NJISAA told him to do, and this 
would put a target on his back as far as 
Short goes. Anecdote: Short also served 
as the physical director for Trenton. 

 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
The 1918-19 season saw not only the return of 
Prof, but the quick passing game he was known 
for. Even though he had already established a 
pattern of success, this would be Prof’s first 
great Passaic team. It featured a solid core of 
returnees in John Sipp, Ike Rumsey, and Charles 
Lent, and a new player who had returned to 
school after trying to become a professional 
athlete, the athletic and loquacious Johnny 
Roosma. MUSIC ENDS. 
 
GARRY (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 

• His father, Johnny Roosma, a Hall of 
Famer himself, and the first collegiate to 
score 1000 points in a career. 

• Anecdote: MacArthur/Arnold/West 
Point story (option: play audio tape). 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
We CUT TO PHOTOS of: 
 

• A MONTAGE of NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS of 
Passaic’s victories during the season. 

 
 

• Ballantine Gym, circa 1916-25. 
 
 
 

• NEWSPAPER CLIPPING of Passaic’s loss to 
Union Hill. 

 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Chic sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed within his 
commentary are PHOTOS and IMAGES of. 

• NJISAA promotional flyer, possibly 
showing Union Hill as champs. 

 

• Walter Short, Prof. 
 
 
 
 

• IMAGE of late-night driving (e.g. head 
lights in the dark of a deserted country 
road, find STOCK PHOTO). 

 
 
 

• The won-loss record of Passaic’s 1918-19 
season. NOTE: Scroll from top to bottom. 

 
 
 
 
 

We CUT TO PHOTOS of: 
 

• Seek IMAGE of a handshake (ECU) of two 
men (find STOCK PHOTO). 

 
 
 
 

 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 
The 1918-19 season saw Prof bring back Passaic 
basketball to its dominating position. They 
continued Prof’s winning ways and went into the 
state tournament undefeated. The finals were 
played in Ballantine Gym, held on the campus of 
Rutgers University, and only a tenacious Union 
Hill team which built a first half lead sufficient 
enough to fight back a furious second half 
comeback by the Passaic boys. It was Prof’s first, 
and what eventually would be his only, defeat 
while at Passaic. MUSIC ENDS. 
 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 

• The irony that the most famous team in 
New Jersey during that era did not 
become the state’s first high school 
basketball champion.  

• How actually, had it not been for Walter 
Short despising Prof, it actually could 
have been Passaic that prevailed. 
Discuss the playoff schedule devised by 
Short, which forced Passaic to play a 
night time game on the first night, which 
then caused the team to have to drive 
home to Passaic late at night, which 
affected their sleep schedule, energy, 
and could have conceivably been the 
reason for Passaic’s losing performance. 

• Prof and Passaic went 21 and 1 that 
year. The loss snapped a 41-game 
winning streak. If not for that loss, who 
knows, the streak, as phenomenal as it 
would become, could have been even 
greater, reaching 200 games. 
 

NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
In spite of what must have been one of his 
greatest disappointments, there was no ill word 
from Prof, who would never offer excuses, only 
that the team could learn from the experience. 
MUSIC ENDS. 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Chic sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed within his 
commentary are PHOTOS of: 
 

• Luther Halsey Gulick. 
 
 
 

• The “Clean Sport Roll,” for which we will 
do a SLOW SCROLL DOWNWARDS until we 
sufficiently display all nine desired 
behaviors. 

 
 
 

• Prof, MOVE IN and FOCUS on his face in 
relation to the dialogue. 

 
 
 
We CUT TO PHOTOS of: 
 

• Prof, Arnold, Short, Drukker, interchange 
in relation to the dialogue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We CUT TO PHOTOS of: 
 

• A NEWSPAPER BOY selling paper on a 
street corner, circa 1915-25. 

 
 
 

 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• Prof’s steadfast belief in sportsmanship 
and fair play, which was ingrained into 
him through his years with the YMCA, 
and his commitment to Luther Halsey 
Gulick’s “Clean Sport Roll.” 

 

• Describe the “Clean Sport Roll” in a 
general sense and relate how this would 
influence Prof for his entire life. That 
basically to understand the man, one 
must understand Gulick’s nine desired 
behaviors of the Christian gentleman. 
 

• As a segue into the next section, relate 
how very few men set ethical standards 
as high and steadfast as Prof did. It 
would get him in trouble. 
 

NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 
As immensely successful as Prof had been, it was 
inevitable that another change would come. 
Principal Arnold was extremely envious of Prof’s 
growing fame which put him and Passaic’s 
academic accomplishments in the shadows. 
Walter Short could not stand Prof’s impatience 
on how the NJSIAA did things. And Dow Drukker 
felt Prof was purposely not playing his son, and 
ended up losing the championship because he 
didn’t play Dow Jr. more. Drukker’s influence on 
everyone else would have alone been sufficient 
for Prof to be replaced, but with Arnold eagerly 
sharing the same opinion, it was inevitable that 
the straight-shooting Prof would be replaced 
once again. MUSIC ENDS. 
 
DIALOGUE (VO): 
 
NEWSPAPER BOY: Get your Daily News here! 
Treaty of Versailles signed! Cause of influenza 
epidemic found. Coach Blood out again. 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
PHOTOS: Continuing… 
 

• Amasa Marks. Do SLOW MOVE IN to 
FOCUS on his face. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Chic sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed within his 
commentary are PHOTOS of: 
 

• Karl Helfrich. 
 
 

• Prof speaking at a podium, or, just the 
podium itself. 

 
 
 
 

• Prof and Marks. 
 

 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 
Amasa Marks was hired by the school district 
during the summer. Marks was born in 
Pennsylvania, grew up in Connecticut, and was a 
graduate of the Savage Institute of Physical 
Training. He had previously been employed by 
the Bedford YMCA and had coached basketball 
at two high schools. Principal Arnold, wanted 
him to teach physical training classes, but seeing 
that Marks had some coaching experience, felt 
he was the perfect replacement for Prof, who he 
said could now have “more time” to once again 
focus on developing physical training programs 
for the lower grades. It was all done in the spirit 
of doing what was best for the students. But 
everyone knew that the real purpose was to clip 
the basketball wings of Passaic’s basketball 
coach like in the past. But in Marks, perhaps 
because he DID have some coaching experience, 
Arnold thought he snared a man who could 
coach well this time, whose name wasn’t Blood. 
MUSIC ENDS. 
 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• Marks coaching just wasn’t the same, 
the players, wanting to compete for a 
state title, complained. Team manager 
Karl Helfrich goes to the Passaic school 
board to relay their concerns. 

• At the same time, in his role of bringing 
physical training to the community, Prof 
gives speeches to community 
organizations to solicit financial 
assistance for the school, because the 
school was always cutting his budget. 

• The combination of looking bad in the 
community and pressure from the board 
forces Arnold to renege his decision and 
Prof is allowed to help although Marks is 
the “coach” on paper. No one cares, 
though technically the advisory coach, 
everyone knows Prof is in charge. 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
We CUT TO PHOTOS of: 
 

• Box score results of the Passaic and 
Newark Junior College game. 

 

• MONTAGE of newspaper clippings 
featuring articles about the 1919-20 
season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Walter Short. 
 
 

• Image of bright sunlight pouring through a 
window. 
 

• Image of referees in a game. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

• Image of an arrogant Walter Short. 
 
 
 
 

• Newspaper clippings of the 1920 NJSIAA 
tournament and of Passaic winning it all. 

 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
The only thing the players and fans cared about 
on the night of December 17, 1919, was that 
Prof was back. But when Passaic beat Newark 
Junior College by the score of 44 to 11, it was 
win number one in what would become one of 
the most amazing winning streaks in all of sports 
annals. It was a harbinger of things to come. 
With its star, Johnny Roosma, leading the way, 
along with a bevy of terrific supporting players 
including Prof’s own son, Paul, Passaic 
proceeded to methodically mow down the 
opposition week after week, and often by 
prodigious margins. The boys played with an 
intensity that reflected their collective laser focus 
upon their ultimate goal, to get back to the state 
finals and Union Hill. In fact, they met and beat 
their old rival Union Hill for the Northern New 
Jersey championship, which propelled them into 
the NJSIAA tournament. Of course, there Walter 
Short was pulling his old tricks again. He 
continued to schedule Passaic for the later 
games so they had to always catch the late train 
back home. The team also found themselves 
always defending the basket that had the setting 
sun shining brightly into their eyes, and their 
locker room would be freezing cold since a 
window would always be broken. Coincidence? 
Prof knew it wasn’t. And of course, the referees 
Short assigned also had a curious tendency to 
allow rough house tactics by the teams playing 
Passaic, while Prof’s boys would be called for 
fouls on anything close. Prof could see it. It was 
obvious to him. But when he would bring it to 
Short’s attention it would meet with his deaf 
ears and arrogant smirk. In effect, Prof’s boys 
had to play not only against the other teams, but 
against the NJSIAA, and dictatorial Walter Short, 
who were dead set on making it harder for Prof 
and Passaic to win it all. But none of these 
tactics could stop Prof’s boys. They beat 
Montclair, Asbury Park, and then finally, on 
March 27, 1920, they defeated Trenton to win 
Passaic its first New Jersey state basketball title! 
MUSIC ENDS. 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Bob sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed within his 
commentary is VIDEO of: 
 

• His own state title winning moments. 
 
 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Chic sitting on a chair 
in a room. We interspersed within his 
commentary are PHOTOS and VIDEO of: 
 

• Various Photos: The night the Wonder 
Team returned to the Passaic train station 
with their first championship. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Video: B-ROLL of the Passaic train station 
today. A SUPERIMPOSITION appears ON 
SCREEN that states, “Passaic Train 
Station.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BOB (ON SCREEN): He talks about… 

• The feeling of winning a state high 
school basketball championship, 
particularly the first, if one has won 
multiple titles (and he has), and also 
what it means, i.e. you are the very best 
in your state. 

 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 

• As accomplished a team as Passaic was, 
what a feat it was to win that first 
championship, for every team, along 
with the NJSIAA, were against them. 

• Describe how communication was way 
different back then. There was no 
Internet. That these were the days 
before television, and the games had yet 
to make it even on radio, and so the 
scores would be called into the Passaic 
Daily News, and someone would write 
the scores on a chalk board set in the 
window for which a large crowd would 
be anxiously waiting to see.   

• How that first championship was really 
one for the whole city. When the train 
carrying the team returned to Passaic 
there was a huge celebration. Note: 
Comment on how the station is likely 
unrecognizable to what it was before. 

• The first championship was Passaic’s 
greatest sports moment. They were 
CHAMPIONS. The best in the great state 
of New Jersey. And they would wear 
that mantle proudly. Of course, once 
you’re at the top, everyone in the world 
wants to take you down. 

• The 30th game against Eastside where 
the Passaic boys, particularly Ira Vonk, 
who was the target of unfair tactics and 
scorn ridiculed against them by the 
unruly Eastside crowd. That Prof 
encourages them to stay focused on the 
game. 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Ernie sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed within his 
commentary are PHOTOS of: 
 

• Prof during home life. 

• The newspaper article, “Condition Plays 
Leading Role in Team’s Success.” 

• Prof coaching at West Point.  
 
 
 
 

We CUT TO PHOTOS of: 
 

• 1919-20 Passaic team photo. 
 

• Johnny Roosma and Ira Vonk. 
 

• Fritz Knothe. 
 

• Bobby Thompson. 
 
 
 
 
 

• Specific article announcing Passaic as the 
“Wonder Team.” 
 

• Newspaper clipping of Passaic beating 
Trenton for its second straight NJSIAA 
championship. 
 

• Newspaper headline proclaiming Passaic 
the best in the land (if available). 
 

• Principal Arnold. 
 

• Walter Short. 
 

 
ERNIE (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• His own personal remembrances of his 
grandfather. 

• Discuss Prof’s philosophies, as 
evidenced by the article he wrote 
entitled, “Condition Plays Leading Role 
in Team’s Success.” 

• Shares other anecdotes about Prof, the 
coach, including being hired by West 
Point Army Academy to beat Navy. 

 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
  
Passaic would defeat Eastside and all comers 
during that 1920-1921 season which saw Johnny 
Roosma for his last and best season. He and Ira 
Vonk made for a powerful combination under 
the basket. Fritz Knothe blossomed as a point 
guard. And a newcomer, Bobby Thompson, a 
ringer picked up by Prof from the YMCA league, 
gave fans a peek into his deadly shooting 
accuracy. In promoting what would be Passaic’s 
51st consecutive victory, a 70 to 8 massacre of 
Plainfield, the Passaic Daily News pronounced 
that the P.H.S. Wonder Team would be playing 
Stevens Gym. It was the first use of the 
appellation that would become synonymous 
with Prof’s even winning teams. Passaic would 
go on to beat Trenton again in the state finals, 
repeating as champions and the streak had 
reached 54 straight games. By 1921 the talk was 
that Passaic was not only the best team in New 
Jersey but the best anywhere, confident in taking 
on all comers. Of course, all of this success 
brought with it continuing jealousy and hatred. 
Principal Arnold detested Prof’s increasing 
popularity as it further took the limelight away 
from his academic accomplishments. Walter 
Short, the little Napoleon obsessed with control, 
could hold very little over Prof. When Prof wasn’t 
assured that he would get a cut of the gate, he 
would threaten to not show, which would give 
Walter fits.  
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
PHOTOS: Continuing… 
 

• New Jersey STOCK PHOTO (city shot). 
 
 
 
 

• Dow Drukker. 
 

 

• Robert Benson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Newspaper clippings of more winning 
games by Passaic… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• … in particular, Passaic beating the Normal 
School Alumni, 47 to 22. 

 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Ernie sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed within his 
commentary are PHOTOS and VIDEO of: 
 

• Photo: Billy the alligator. 

• Other photos of other animals. 
 

• Photo: Zep, the bear. 

• Video: Ernie shows off the bear skin rug 
that was once Zep. 

 
 
 
 

 
NARRATOR (VO): Continuing… 
 
Walter would always have to give in because as 
Passaic had become the main attraction in New 
Jersey, the money from their games were 
necessary for the athletic association to stay 
afloat. Because his visions for his son’s glory 
were dashed due to a lack of playing time, Dow 
Drukker would become Prof’s eternal enemy. 
Under other circumstances, Robert Benson, 
president of the Passaic School Board, would not 
have normally had anything against Prof. But 
the people who did would file complaints with 
the board for which he would have to tend to. 
Something he didn’t take kindly to. So, Benson, 
too, would come to consider Prof to be an 
irritant, and eventual thorn in his side, 
something that would one day turn too prickly 
for him to stand. But despite all the animosity, 
Prof kept winning, and so everyone, even those 
who despised him, were now having to accept 
him. Winning has a way of changing these kinds 
of things. For everyone else Prof’s fame was 
spreading far and wide and he was being 
appreciated by many, even the fans of some of 
Passaic’s opponents. At the close of Passaic’s 
57th consecutive victory on April 4th, 1921, an 
Easter Tournament game against the Potsdam 
Normal Alumni played at Potsdam Normal 
School, tournament officials presented Prof with 
a unique gift of appreciation. MUSIC ENDS. 
 
ERNIE (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• His grandfather, particularly sharing 
anecdotes about Prof and his love for 
animals. 

 

• About how Prof got Zep, the bear, who 
came to be the symbol of Passaic and 
how Prof and Paul would wrestle Zep 
during the halftimes of games.  

 



30 
 

VIDEO AUDIO 

 
We CUT TO PHOTOS of: 
 

• Newspaper clippings pronouncing Passaic 
as the favorite to win it all again. 

 
 

• The factory of the J.L. Prescott, a stove 
polish manufacturing company, circa 
1920s. 

 
 

• Newspaper clipping about Passaic winning 
another championship. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Chic sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed within his 
commentary are PHOTOS of: 
 

• Old shot of West Point. 
 

• Walter Short. 
 
 

• Principal Arnold. 
 
 
 
 
 

• Bobby Thompson. 
 
 
 

• Newspaper clipping describing Bobby 
Thompson possibly scoring 1,000 points in 
a season. 

 

 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 
Another undefeated season saw Passaic the 
prohibitive favorites for 1921-22 New Jersey 
state championships. To announce the results of 
the finals, the J.L. Prescott Company said if the 
boys lost it would send one long blast from its 
factory whistle. Well on the night of March 18, 
1922, two blasts were heard, and it brought 
cheers throughout the city. It was Passaic’s third 
championship. The streak was now 88. In 
addition, Prof was finding a way to supplement 
his team’s budget by playing additional games 
arranged by fans and schools who were eager to 
play them. These testimonial games, played with 
arranged fees to be paid depending on the final 
score, helped Prof to offset the lack of financial 
support he received from the school or the 
NJSIAA. MUSIC ENDS. 
 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 

• Money plays a role in everything. Recall 
later in his career that Prof, while 
coaching at West Point, was offered a 
$250 bonus if he beat Navy. NOTE: 
Mention Charles W. Foley, Passaic 
supporter. 

• Prof’s testimonial games did not sit well 
with Short, for it made Prof less 
dependent on the NJSIAA, or to Principal 
Arnold, who could not stand any 
prolonging of the spotlight that shone 
on Prof at the expense of Arnold. 
Anecdote: The greater Passaic won by, 
the more they received and the less they 
paid out. 

• It was in the last testimonial game of the 
season, against Reading, where Bobby 
Thompson was completing the greatest 
season any high school player had ever 
had, and with the clock winding down, 
needed just eight points to become the 
first high school player ever to score a 
thousand points in a single season. 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
PHOTO MONTAGE WITH VOICEOVER (VO) RE-
ENACTMENT: 
 

• Combine period piece STOCK PHOTOS and 
possibly contemporary PHOTOS WE TAKE 
in a BLACK AND WHITE format, featuring a 
basketball court, old basketball, a sidelines 
bench, bleachers, gym doors, etc. NOTE: 
With respect to the contemporary shots, 
CROP them so that when morphed 
together it will disguise the fact that we 
have used photos of contemporary 
facilities to reflect the image of an old 
gym. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We CUT TO a PHOTO of: 
 

• The famous “Ripley’s Believe It Or Not” 
drawing of Bobby Thompson scoring 1,000 
points in a season. NOTE: Start small in 
the middle of the screen and PULL BACK 
TO REVEAL the drawing until it FILLS THE 
SCREEN just as the Narrator’s VO dialogue 
concludes. 

 
 

 
 

 
AMBIENT GAME CHEERS and chants of “BOBBY” 
in the background as we HEAR DIALOGUE (VO): 
REFEREE: TIME OUT, PASSAIC! 
DEWITT: Bobby, we got the game won! Just 
shoot the ball!  
PAUL: Dad! He’s just eight points away. He can 
do it if he SHOOTS! 
AMASA: Four minutes left, Prof. 
PROF: Thank you Amasa. 
FRITZ: That’s enough time Bobby. 
BOBBY: I WILL IF I’M OPEN! 
DEWITT: Bobby, remind me to vote for you 
when you run for president. But right now, just 
shoot the damn ball! 
BOBBY: I’ll shoot if it’s there! Open man gets the 
shot. Right Prof? 
HAL: Bobby, there are always exceptions to any 
rule! If the game wasn’t already won, you shoot 
only if you’re open. But the game IS WON and so 
exceptions can be made. Your teammates want 
you to shoot, and… your coach does too. 
BOBBY: Prof? You want me to just shoot? 
PROF: (pause) Come out shooting like you were 
Wyatt Earp at the O.K. corral! 
CHEERS from the players. 
TEAM: One, two, three… PASSAIC! 
 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue as 
we continue to HEAR AUDIENCE CHEERS in the 
background… 
 
Armed with Prof’s blessing, when the game 
resumed, Bobby managed to get two quick goals 
in succession. The spectators were going wild, 
but also were on the verge of having coronaries 
as each second ticked by. After adding two foul 
shots, Bobby was within two! Now, his opponent 
was no longer the Reading defense, but time. 
But with time running out, Fritz Knothe spotted 
Bobby heading to the basket and lofted a high 
pass which Bobby caught and then managed to 
score just as time expired. MUSIC ENDS. 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Chic sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed within his 
commentary are PHOTOS of: 
 

• April 1, 1922 calendar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We CUT TO PHOTOS of: 
 

• Prof Blood. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Dow Drukker. 

• Newspaper article critical of Prof. 
 

• Fritz Knothe and Dewitt Keasler. 
 

• Prof on coaching bench. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

• Buffalo Germans team photo. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Newspaper clipping of the Clifton game 
and any article suggested Passaic’s streak 
coming to an end given player injuries. 

 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN). He talks about… 

• How after Bobby scored his 1,000th point 
he became famous worldwide, even 
making “Ripley’s Believe It Not.” 
Anecdote: The game was played on 
March 31st, so the next day, everyone 
thought it was April Fools! 

• The significance of this achievement for 
the time, it took 46 years for another 
New Jersey player, John Somogyi of New 
Brunswick to achieve that feat. 
 

NARRATION (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
The 1922-23 season began with uncertainty. 
Rumor had it that Prof was considering leaving 
coaching, citing health and family concerns. 
Insiders suspected the real reason was Prof’s 
tiring of the battles he fought with Arnold, the 
ego-maniacal Walter Short, and the shadow of 
Dow Drukker, who had vowed to get back at him 
and whose editorials criticizing Prof served 
notice. In addition, seniors Fritz Knothe and 
Dewitt Keasler were rumored to be considering 
playing for a semi-pro league. But eventually the 
season arrived and the Gray Thatched Wizard, as 
Prof had come to be known, was on the bench 
and Knothe and Keasler stayed in school to form 
the heart of the new team, which Prof 
proclaimed was the best in the history of the 
program. And as the season opened, Prof’s 
prognostications seemed to ring true. Passaic 
defeated Ridgewood for their 112th consecutive 
victory, breaking the 12-year-old world record 
established by the Buffalo Germans; a 
professional basketball team. But in so doing 
Prof’s team had scored three times as much as 
their professional counterparts. But just as soon 
as they had attained the new record, Passaic 
seemed to enter troubled waters. Dewitt 
experienced a relapse of bronchitis and Fritz 
badly injured his shoulder. The streak seemed in 
jeopardy. They managed to defeat Clifton, 36 to 
34, to keep it going but an eventual loss seemed 
imminent. MUSIC ENDS. 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Chic sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed within his 
commentary are PHOTOS of: 
 

• Fritz Knothe. 
 

• Newspaper clipping of Passaic’s amazing 
victory and of Knothe’s heroics. 

 
 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Bob sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed within his 
commentary are PHOTOS of: 
 

• MONTAGE of Fritz Knothe along with 
other sports comeback images that Bob 
possibly cites. 

 
 
 For example… 
 

• Joe Montana playing for Notre Dame. 
 

• Dodger Kick Gibson batting. 
 

• NY Knick Willis Reed shooting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We CUT TO PHOTOS of: 
 

• Etching of Fritz Knothe as “Passaic’s 
Greatest Scholastic Basketball Player.” 

 

• Newspaper clippings and/or cartoons 
and/or other images suggesting that 
Passaic is unbeatable. 
 

 

 

 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• Passaic’s 114th consecutive win, the 
game against Montclair, when Fritz 
Knothe, comes out of the stands and 
joins the team at halftime, plays the 
second half with his shoulder bandaged, 
and leads Passaic to a come from behind 
victory, playing with just one arm, and 
keeping Passaic’s great streak alive. 

 
BOB (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• One of his favorite stories of the 
Wonder Teams streak is the night the 
injured Fritz Knothe came out of the 
stands to propel Passaic to victory. IF 
POSSIBLE, mention that this was the 
stuff of legend and while no one knows 
about it, it is as heroic as any great 
comeback moment in sports, where the 
hero, playing hurt, wills himself and his 
team to victory. For example, Notre 
Dame’s Joe Montana in the “chicken 
soup” game against Houston in 1979, 
Kirk Gibson’s pinch-hit walk off homer in 
the 1988 World Series which propelled 
the Dodgers to beat the favored 
Oakland A’s, Willis Reed’s emotional 
return in the 7th game of the 1970 NBA 
finals which inspired the Knicks to 
victory over the Lakers. 

 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
It was Passaic’s most inspirational game. 
Particularly because it followed the Clifton game 
where they easily could have lost as well. It was 
a game that Fritz Knothe literally won single-
handedly, and further fueled beliefs that Prof 
could not be beaten. And ironically, it came 
during the height of what was becoming the 
greatest winning streak in all the annals of 
sports that Prof would face his greatest 
challenge... from off the court. MUSIC ENDS. 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Chic sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed within his 
commentary are PHOTOS of: 
 

• Murray Hulbert. 
 
 

• Princeton University. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We CUT TO an IMAGERY WITH VOICEOVER (VO) 
RE-ENACTMENT: 
 

• We will blend possible B-ROLL footage 
appropriate to the scene (e.g. panning of 
a period piece room, focusing on meeting 
chairs, quick shots of name placards of 
the characters, etc.), period piece STOCK 
PHOTOS, as well as period piece PHOTOS 
we may take ourselves (if a B-ROLL shoot 
is performed), into a BLACK AND WHITE 
MONTAGE that will serve as the VISUAL 
IMAGERY we will use ON SCREEN to 
complement the VOICEOVER (VO) 
dialogue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• Prof gets called to appear at a school 
board education committee meeting on 
March 12th, 1923, to discuss the 
invitation made by Acting New York City 
Mayor Murray Hulbert for the Wonder 
Team to play a game against a New York 
team at Princeton University, and what 
would result from it would make as much 
news as any of Prof’s victories. In 
attendance were Prof, board president, 
Benson, and other board members, MRS. 
I. WATERS SYLVESTER, FRANK ANDRES, 
Arnold, and Fred Shepherd.  
 

VOICEOVER (VO) DIALOGUE:  
 
BENSON: All right, let’s call this meeting to order 
and discuss this invitation. Thoughts?  
PROF: Well, I think such a game would be very 
beneficial for two reasons. First it would be very 
good for the boys, a great experience. Second, it 
will be great publicity for Passaic. Our town name 
appearing in the New York Times can only be 
good for business here in Passaic. 
ANDRES: Of course, there is the obvious financial 
benefits to you, Blood. 
BENSON: Yes. Funny you don’t mention that. 
PROF: Financial benefits you say? What about all 
of the years I’ve put in my own money for 
coaching and traveling with the team. Why I’ve 
had five of my teeth knocked out while practicing 
with the boys, none of which was covered by the 
school. So, you need to take into account the 
“expenses” I’ve accrued. 
ANDRES: And if that’s true we can verify that. 
PROF: I see. Throw out an accusation of guilt and 
then see if I can prove myself innocent. Mr. 
Andres, your comments are slanderous. 
BENSON: All right that’s enough. 
PROF: Hold on. I must defend myself. It’s being 
suggested that I am purposely engaging in 
testimonial games to financially benefit from it! 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
IMAGERY WITH VOICEOVER (VO): Continuing… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
DIALOGUE (VO): Continuing… 
 
BENSON: Blood, are you saying that none of what 
you receive is beyond reimbursing expenses? 
PROF: What I receive in any so called “additional 
pay” is inconsequential to the amount of time 
that I put in, particularly since, as you know, I am 
not paid for the head coaching responsibilities 
even though everyone knows I am in fact serving 
in that capacity. 
ARNOLD: Blood, what you and Marks do is your 
own business. I have told you... (beat) Let us stick 
to the question at hand. I do not think adding 
more games to an already arduous schedule is 
healthy for the boys, and certainly, more time 
playing sports takes away from their attention to 
academics. 
PROF: Let me address that. First off, the team is 
not spent because we play a very efficient 
passing game emphasizing teamwork and using 
brain power to overcome physical force. Because 
of this the boys remain in excellent shape. 
ARNOLD: That is PREPOSTEROUS Blood! Not 
spent, ha! HOW DO YOU KNOW? You’re not out 
there running with them? So how do you know 
that? You have these boys running up and down 
the court endlessly. How do you know that 
they’re not spent? 
PROF: How do you know they’re running up and 
down the court endlessly? Since, you’ve never 
been to a practice, or a game for that matter, 
how would you know that?! 
MRS. SYLVESTER: Wait, he’s never been... you’ve 
never been to a game? 
ARNOLD: That is not a principal’s duty. My job is 
to improve the academics of Passaic. And that 
HAPPENS when students are in the classrooms! 
MRS. SYLVESTER: Well, obviously, but I would 
think that a team that is noted for winning 
consecutive games as much as... 
PROF: Currently 116. Not that it matters. 
MRS. SYLVESTER: 116 games... would have 
attended at least... well... 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
IMAGERY WITH VOICEOVER (VO):  Continuing… 
 

 

 
DIALOGUE (VO): Continuing… 
 
PROF: The fact of the matter, Mrs. Sylvester, as I 
look around, I think only superintendent 
Shepherd has been to at least some of the 
games. But aside from him, as far as I know, not 
one of you here has attended a game this season 
or last. Am I right? (pause) Am I done here? 
(sound of CHAIR MOVING) 
BENSON: No! 
PROF: With all due respect Mr. Benson, I have 
heard enough. I have put up with this man’s 
egocentric tendencies for these last eight years! 
ARNOLD: Now you listen here... 
BENSON: All right that’s enough! 
PROF: May I say one more thing? 
BENSON: Save it for some other time. 
PROF: The problem here is the notoriety from 
this streak. The news about our winning has even 
reached newspapers of many foreign countries.  
BENSON: What the hell is your point?! 
PROF: My point is that people in Germany, 
France, and China know more about Passaic 
basketball than the Passaic Board of Education! 
BENSON: OH, SHUT UP AND SIT DOWN! 
PROF: (pause, intimidating) SHUT UP?! 
BENSON: (retreating) Now let’s just settle down. 
PROF: NO MAN CAN TELL ME TO SHUT UP! I have 
devoted countless hours for the good of my 
players and the school. I have done this for no 
other reason than to mold good men and imbue 
into them that the pursuit of excellence is one of 
the foundational traits that all successful men 
should have. I have never expected any thanks 
from my administration, nor have I expected 
anything from this board. So, your collective 
“non-recognition” of any accomplishment that I 
might have had a hand in creating has never 
concerned me. However, I WILL NOT tolerate 
disrespect. You have accused me of using my 
players for personal gain. This is an INSULT! I shall 
not stand for it. Not now. NOT EVER! 
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VIDEO AUDIO 

 
IMAGERY WITH VOICEOVER (VO): Continuing… 
 
NOTE: End on SHOT of a closed door. 
 
We CUT TO a PHOTO of: 
 

• A NEWSPAPER BOY selling paper on a 
street corner, circa 1915-25. 

 
 
We CUT TO PHOTOS of: 
 

• Achilles, Hector, Paris, and Helen of Troy. 
 

• Austrian archduke Franz Ferdinand. 
 

• Photos, images, newspaper clippings, and 
cartoons in support of the dialogue 
continues here. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We HEAR the SOUND of FOOTSTEPS walking 
away and then the DOOR OPENING and 
SLAMMING. 
 
DIALOGUE (VO): 

 
NEWSPAPER BOY: Vladimir Lenin suffers third 
stroke. To resign from chairmanship of the Soviet 
Government. City stirred by censure of Blood. 
 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 
All wars can be traced to originate from a single, 
solitary event. What some would call the mythical 
Trojan War started over a woman. Gunshots 
heard around the world started the Great War. 
When the Board of Education eventually passed a 
motion prohibiting testimonial games it threw 
gasoline on a fire that was already out of control. 
For the measure was a direct action taken against 
Prof. And effectively this meant that not only 
would the Passaic Wonder Team not play in New 
York, it would not be allowed to play anymore 
testimonial games period. The division between 
Prof and his administration, the league office, the 
Board of Education, and an influential member of 
the community, Dow Drukker, had been years in 
the making and was now coming to the public’s 
attention. The Passaic War of 1923 that bloomed 
in the spring would galvanize the community 
throughout summer. And like all wars, it was 
fueled by rhetoric and emotion and once the 
opposing factions were entrenched, a series of 
escalating events was all but inevitable. The City 
Commissioners voted to ask Robert Benson to 
step down as president of the Board of Education. 
Benson responded that he did not report to the 
city council, and because of that he remained 
steadfast in his opposition to more Passaic 
games. 
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PHOTOS: Continuing… 
 

• Photos, images, newspaper clippings, and 
cartoons in support of the dialogue 
continues here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Chic sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed within his 
commentary are PHOTOS of: 
 

• Continuing imagery of the Passaic war of 
1923. 

 

• Walter Short. 

• A SHOT of gym balcony. 
 
 
 
 
We CUT TO PHOTOS and VIDEO of: 
 

• Prof. 
 

• STOCK IMAGE of people gossiping. 
 
 
 

 
NARRATOR (VO): Continuing… 
 
But the Mayor of Passaic, John McGuire, weighed 
in on his sentiments, and pointed out that the 
invitation from New York’s Mayor went directly to 
Prof, and so he was not constrained by any rules 
prohibiting him from accepting, and so he did. 
The City Commissioners met at City Hall and 
unanimously voted to accept the invitation and by 
virtue of that did an end around the Board of 
Education and took the responsibility of planning 
the game right out of their hands. They were 
going to work directly with Prof and bypass the 
board entirely. The irony of the great controversy 
was that 99% of the community supported Prof, 
and it was just the principal and school board 
who did not. Lost in all of this was the fact that 
Passaic went on to win its fourth consecutive 
state championship, beating Asbury Park, 54 to 
29, and extending their winning streak to 118. 
MUSIC ENDS.  
 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN: He talks about… 
 

• The war between Prof and the Passaic 
elites. 

• How Passaic still managed to win its 
fourth title. 

• About how Prof, finally disgusted at 
Walter Short’s attempt to cheat them out 
of victory, held Short over the balcony 
and threatening to drop him if he 
continued to try and cheat Passaic again. 
Short would stop his shenanigans. 

 
NARRATOR (VO): MUSIC plays during dialogue. 
 
The championship of the 1922-23 season did 
nothing to quell the battles that Prof would 
undertake. In his mind, he had backed down for 
seven years. He would back down no more. It 
became the number one topic of conversation in 
the community. 
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PHOTOS and VIDEO: Continuing… 
 

• Walter Short. 
 

• Phillip Lewis. 
 

• Dow Drukker. 
 

• Principal Arnold. 
 

• Robert Benson. 
 
 
 

• 1925 GAME FOOTAGE. NOTE: Show 
Passaic player scoring. 
 

• Newspaper clippings of Passaic skipping 
the NJSIAA tournament, ending the 
season unbeaten, and the streak now 
reaching 147. 

 
 
 
 

TESTIMONIAL: We return to Chic sitting on a chair 
in a room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We CUT TO a PHOTO of: 
 

• Prof’s resignation letter to Fred Shepherd 
on May 5, 1924, and a we so SLOW 
SCROLL UP until we FOCUS on the first 
paragraph as it is being read. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
NARRATOR (VO): Continuing… 
 
Prof talked of how Walter Short tried to arrange 
games at locations to Passaic’s disadvantage. Of 
how Phillip Lewis was the “crookedest” referee 
anywhere, a pawn of Walter Short. He mentioned 
how Dow Drukker’s animosity towards him was 
based on the simple fact that he was angry that 
his son did not turn into a star. And of course, 
there were the numerous mentions of Principal 
Arnold’s animosity. Prof made it clear that Robert 
Benson was the one who should be censured for 
he was the one who told Prof to “Shut up and sit 
down,” the matter that boiled everything over. 
But through it all, the Passaic Wonder Teams 
won. In 1924, Prof even defied the athletic 
association by withdrawing from the state 
tournament over the last reimbursement for 
team travel expenses. Instead, he elected to play 
tougher teams through private arrangements. 
Thus they weren’t crowned NJSIAA champions 
for 1923-24. But no one cared. Everybody knew 
that they were the real champions. The streak 
had now reached 147. MUSIC ENDS. 
 
CHIC (VO): He talks about… 
 

• The perfect storm of egos, fiefdoms, and 
obstacles that Prof encountered and put 
up with for so many years, which 
undoubtedly led to his decision to step 
down as coach on May 5, 1924.  

 
DIALOGUE (VO): 
 
PROF: My Dear Dr. Shepherd. My last annual 
report of the physical department of last year 
concluded with the statement: “It may be a good 
thing to train a high school girl or boy in a game, 
but it is far greater and more worthwhile to 
interest and help the grammar school pupil to 
become the best high school material possible. 
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PROF RESIGNATION LETTER: We continue… 
 

• We continue focusing on the resignation 
letter. 

 
 
 
 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Chic sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed within his 
commentary are PHOTOS of: 
 
 
 
 

• Prof quote: “If I disliked you enough, I’d 
wish you possessed a record of over 100 
victories and all that goes with it.” 

 
 
 
 

• Newspaper clipping of Passaic finally 
losing to Hackensack, ending the streak. 

 

• STOCK PHOTO of a STAGE with a 
SPOTLIGHT. MOVE IN to the spotlight in 
correlation to the premonition story. 

 

• Newspaper clipping of Passaic winning its 
fifth straight championship. 

 
 
 

 
DIALOGUE (VO): Continuing… 
 
PROF (continuing): To put this into effect will 
require all my time supervising and directing the 
work of the grades. I would respectfully ask that I 
be relieved from the responsibility for the high 
school competitive athletics, and devote all my 
time to the grammar schools. 
 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• The irony of how the incredible 
accomplishments of one man was too 
much for the fragile egos of an elite few 
who essentially would choose to cut off 
their noses to spite their collective face. 
Note: Mention the quote made by Prof 
(SEE VISUAL). For it reflects how man 
often times cannot deal with success. 

• In the 1924-25 season, with Prof gone 
and Amasa Marks at the helm, Passaic 
continues winning using Prof’s system. 
However, Passaic eventually loses to 
Hackensack in the 160th game, ending the 
streak at 159 games. 

• How Prof had a premonition that this 
would happen, even predicting this as he 
gave a speech. 

• How Prof took over for a hapless Amasa 
and gave a halftime speech in the 1925 
championship game that helped to rally 
Passaic to its fifth straight championship. 

• Anecdote: Walter Short screwed up the 
scheduling and thus the two best teams, 
Hackensack and Passaic did not meet in 
the finals. Hackensack lost, so Passaic 
played Union Hill. 

• Anecdote: A week after they had won the 
championship, Passaic lost again. From 
that point on, the newspapers stopped 
calling them the Wonder Teams. After 
winning another state title in 1929 under 
Amasa Marks, Passaic has never won 
another state title. 
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TESTIMONIAL: We return to Bob sitting on a chair 
in a room. A SUPERIMPOSITION appears ON 
SCREEN that reads, “Coach Bob Hurley, St. 
Anthony High School, Jersey City, New Jersey. 
Over 1,000 victories, 83 consecutive wins.” 
 
We CUT TO a PHOTO of: 
 

• Prof’s entire coaching record, including 
the YMCA, Potsdam, Clarkson, Passaic, 
Army, and St. Benedicts, and we do a 
SLOW PAN over it. 

 
 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We CUT TO Passaic High School 
Principal, JEANNETTE TORRES in her office and 
interspersed within her commentary are B-ROLL 
FOOTAGE of: 
 

• The campus and its students. NOTE: 
Show SUCCESS IMAGES (i.e. happy 
students, doing well in school, etc.). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We return to Chic in the Lincoln Middle School 
cafeteria. He stands and walks about. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
BOB (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• How incredible Prof’s coaching record is, 
not only the 159 consecutive wins and 
the commitment to excellence that 
involves, although that alone is beyond 
comprehension, having attained some 
pretty incredible win streaks himself. But 
beyond that, Prof’s entire career, and 
relates that his son, Dan, currently the 
head coach at the University of 
Connecticut, previously coached at the 
same high school that Prof coached at, 
St. Benedicts Preparatory School. 

 
JEANNETTE (VO and ON SCREEN): She talks 
about… 
 
 

• What Passaic is like today. 

• Her own personal thoughts of Passaic 
being the center of the basketball world a 
hundred years ago.  

• Whether the students and staff know of 
this history? NOTE: It is all right if hardly 
anyone knows, for that is the central 
theme of the documentary. 

• NOTE: Mention that the current Passaic 
High School is NOT the one where the 
Wonder Teams played at/for. That school 
is now Lincoln Middle School. 

 
CHIC (ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• Where center court, the baskets, and the 
entrances would have been. 

• How the game has evolved into a multi-
billion-dollar industry but was first played 
by teams like Passaic right where he is. 

• How, although it’s been literally 100 
years, the issues that Prof experienced 
are still prevalent today.  
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TESTIMONIAL: We return to Bob sitting on a chair 
in a room, and interspersed within his 
commentary are VIDEOS of: (Note: We hope to 
ask Bob for appropriate game footage) 
 

• Players passing, on man-to-man defense, 
including using a full court press, running 
the Fastbreak, and substituting whole 
teams. 

 
 

• Bob’s son, Dan, coaching his University 
of Connecticut men’s team during a 
game. 

 

• Bob’s son, Bobby, coaching his Arizona 
State men’s team during a game. 

 

• Bob coaching in a game. 
 

 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Ernie as he sits on a 
chair in a room and interspersed within his 
commentary are PHOTOS and ARTICLES of… 
 

• A young Ed Sullivan. 
 
 
 
 
 

• Prof and the Wonder Team (another 
team photo). 

 
 
 

• Babe Ruth, Jack Dempsey, Bill Tilden, Red 
Grange, Bobby Jones. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BOB (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 
 
 
 

• The innovations that Prof introduced to 
the game. Like the emphasis on the 
passing game, pressure defense, full 
court press, the Fastbreak, and 
platooning. 

 

• How he loves the story about Prof 
because he can identify entirely with the 
man. Being a coach himself he 
understands what Prof went through and 
respects his integrity and commitment to 
excellence. It is what coaches do, what 
he’s tried to instill into his own players, 
and his sons, who were players, his 
players, and who have gone on to 
become coaches themselves. 
 

ERNIE (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• Though his legacy has been lost over 
time, in his day Prof was famous as many 
of today’s contemporary sports figures. 
Witness how Ed Sullivan, then a young 
sports writer with an eye for 
extraordinary talent, wrote about Prof. 

 

• A hundred years later, the exploits of 
Prof and the Passaic Wonder Teams are 
still revered and their accomplishments 
will likely never be surpassed. 

 

• All things considered, in the 1920’s, the 
golden era of sports, which gave us Ruth, 
Dempsey, Tilden, Grange, and Jones, Prof 
was the icon of basketball. 
 

• How the family is proud of Prof’s legacy. 
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We CUT TO a BLACK SCREEN, on which FADES UP 
a PHOTO of NAT HOLMAN of the Original Celtics. 
A SUPERIMPOSITION appears that reads, “Nat 
Holman, Original Celtics and only college coach to 
lead his team to NCAA and NIT championships in 
the same year (CCNY, 1949-50).” 
 
TESTIMONIAL: We return to Chic sitting on a chair 
in a room… 
 
 
 
… and interspersed within his commentary is B-
ROLL of: 
 

• Ernie, Chic, and Garry walking through 
the corridors of the Basketball Hall of 
Fame. 

 

• They pose for pictures in front of the 
plaques of Prof Blood, Johnny Roosma, 
and the Passaic Wonder Teams. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISSOLVE TO: 
 

A BLACK SCREEN, upon which we SEE a PHOTO of 
Prof that is in the Basketball Hall of Fame, and 
next to it is the following statement 
SUPERIMPOSED ON SCREEN, TO THE SIDE:  

 
 
 

 

 
We HEAR an AUDIO TAPE RECORDING of Nat 
speaking at a banquet celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of the Wonder Teams, where he says 
that Prof Blood was undoubtedly the best coach 
of his era. 
 
 
 
CHIC (VO and ON SCREEN): He talks about… 
 

• The legacy of Prof, starting off by saying 
that a man like “Nat Holman,” in his own 
words, praises Prof for being one of the 
greatest coaches ever.  

 

• The story of Prof is something every 
coach can identify with. Ultimately, Prof 
was about doing what he felt was best 
for his players, for the youth of our 
country, the world. It’s what drives most 
coaches. It’s what drives him. 
 

• Anecdote: Share Chuck Taylor story, 
where Prof, in his 60’s, and with all his 
own fame, diligently took notes at a clinic 
that Taylor put on (impressing Taylor) 
because he wanted to learn. 
 

• Anecdote: Wonder Teams versus 
Indiana’s Best story, whereby The 
Indianapolis News’ William E Fox’ give his 
opinions on how good Passaic’s teams 
were. 
 

• People can learn from Prof’s example, his 
commitment to excellence, his strength 
of character, and his integrity. He knows 
he has. 
 

MUSIC BEGINS: 
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BLACK SCREEN: Continuing… 
 
“After Passaic, he went on to coach at St. 
Benedict’s Prep School where over a period of 24 
seasons he amassed a coaching record of 446 
wins. Over a 55-year coaching career he is 
credited with winning 1,268 games while losing 
only 165. He was inducted into the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in 1960 among 
an induction class that included John Wooden, 
the “Wizard of Westwood,” of UCLA.”  
 
Then, in addition, the photo commemorating the 
Wonder Teams in the Hall is shown, and next to it 
the following statement is also SUPERIMPOSED: 
 
“In 1973, the Hall of Fame also finally inducted all 
of the Passaic Wonder Teams. Their combined 
high school record of 159 consecutive wins still 
stands today.” 
 

FADE OUT: 
FADE UP: 
 
We SEE a SERIES OF PHOTOS of Margaret, of 
Margaret and Prof in their older years, and of the 
family gravestone where both are buried, and 
next to these is the following statement 
SUPERIMPOSED ON SCREEN, TO THE SIDE:  
 
“Margaret Thomas Blood was a loving, caring, 
and dedicated wife who became actively involved 
with the Ladies Auxiliary of the Passaic YMCA. 
She was elected president in 1928 and served six 
terms, after which she was elected president of 
the New Jersey Women’s Auxiliary where she 
continued to distinguish herself with exemplary 
service. She and Prof would vacation often 
together in Bermuda. She died in 1948. Prof 
followed in 1955. They are buried in the East 
Ridgelawn Cemetery of Clifton, NJ, and are 
survived by the families of their children, Paul, 
Ernestine, and Ben.” 

FADE OUT: 

 
MUSIC CONTINUES: 
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BLACK SCREEN: Continuing… 
 
FADE UP: 
 
We SEE a SERIES OF PHOTOS of Zep, the Blood 
family house on 31 Spring Street, and a SHOT of 
the bear skin rug made from Zep, with the 
following statement SUPERIMPOSED ON SCREEN, 
TO THE SIDE:  
 
“Eventually, Zep’s unpredictable behavior became 
too serious to ignore. After he clawed a Passaic 
player and then bit Paul during a wrestling match, 
it was clear his time as Passaic’s mascot was over. 
He would spend his days chained in the back of 
the Blood house. After he escaped a number of 
times, he was given to an animal farm in Pompton 
Lakes, 10 miles outside of Passaic. There, he grew 
increasingly depressed, got sick and after six 
months, died. According to Johnny Roosma, he 
died due to a lack of seeing Prof. Zep was buried 
behind the Blood house on 31 Spring Street in 
Passaic.” 

FADE OUT: 
FADE UP: 
 
We end our story with a SHOT of a PLAQUE that 
is secured to the Ernest A. Blood Memorial 
Gymnasium, with the following statement 
SUPERIMPOSED ON SCREEN, TO THE SIDE:  
 
I train my boys for the game of life and not to win 
basketball games. If I succeed in that I have 
accomplished something worthwhile. 

Ernest A. “Prof” Blood 
 

THE END 
 

DISSOLVE TO ENDING CREDIT ROLL UP ON BLACK 
SCREEN: 
As we proceed through it, we return to Chic 
enthusiastically coaching at his “Little Dribblers 
Clinic.” A youngster makes a basket and Chic 
points, shouts encouragement, and applauds. 
 

FADE TO BLACK. 

 
MUSIC CONTINUES: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We HEAR the ambient chatter and playground 
sounds associated with the scene as Chic coaches 
the kids and gives encouragement.  
 
 

MUSIC CONCLUDES at the end of the CREDITS. 

 


